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f it’s true that horses leave hoof prints on your heart, then
Carbondale real estate broker Lynn Kirchner has star-powered
prints engraved into hers. For years, she owned a son of TripleCrown winner Secretariat, the thoroughbred that set records in the
Kentucky Derby, the Preakness and the Belmont Stakes.
Like Kirchner’s memories, those records still endure today.
In the 1990’s, Kirchner was part of group that rescued more
than 40 horses and re-homed them to loving families. “Race
horses were eliminated because they were no longer earning
money,” she explained. “That meant that they were of no value,
except as meat. It cost $16 to $18 a pound for horse meat–and
that’s still going on today.”
Decades before that, in the early 1970’s, Kirchner worked as a racehorse exercise rider. Growing nostalgic, Kirchner says, “When I was
a young teenager, I would do anything I could to get near the horses!
They were rock stars to me. So, I volunteered to exercise horses at the
tracks in New York. No one asked my age; all they cared about was
that I was a good rider and had a natural way with the horses.”
One day, while in the stables at Belmont, hanging out with
Secretariat’s groom Eddie Sweat, Eddie said to Lynn, “Here,
Secretariat likes you, give him this piece of carrot.” Kirchner smiles
ruefully. “The etiquette is that you never give a horse anything without permission from its owner. But Eddie was giving me the OK, so
I gave Big Red the carrot.”
Suddenly, a sharp “What are you feeding my horse?” made Kirchner
look down the barn’s walkway. “It was all backlit because of the sunshine,” she recalls. “So I saw just a silhouette–a woman in tweed
slacks and a turtleneck sweater. It was Penny! I just froze! Even the
idea that I had done something to upset Penny was terrifying.”

But Secretariat’s owner, Penny Chenery Tweedy, was understanding and shared some advice, telling Kirchner to continue her education first, then dream of horses. Twenty years later, having gotten her
MBA and working as an executive in corporate America, Kirchner
came to own one of Secretariat's sons, a thoroughbred rescued off of
a meat buyer’s truck.
While on business in Florida, Kirchner was asked if she would
adopt Secretariat’s son, Secretariat Dancer, along with a mare that
was pregnant with a foal sired by another of Secretariat’s sons.
Kirchner brought the two horses home to Carbondale and soon
added a third, Valentine Dancer. Valentine, who had also descended
from Native Dancer, was nicknamed “Bud”. Kirchner recalls, “Bud
and Dancer had been pasture mates and Bud was missing Dancer so
much I had to take him too.”
Both the mare and her filly “Colorado Star”, a granddaughter to
Secretariat, were adopted and went back to Florida. But Bud and
Dancer, who were inseparable, settled into a long, happy retirement.
Kirchner scoffs at the attitudes she encountered while adopting the
thoroughbreds. “People think you can’t re-train race horses. They actually
said, ‘That horse has been trained to travel around a track in just one direction, so you will never get him to turn right!’ That just makes me laugh!”
“Dancer became my trusted trail horse. Bud's injuries kept him
off the trails, but Dancer would tell him all about our rides when we
got back. The two of them loved to race around the pastures and they
always won their own Triple Crown.”
Dancer and Bud died within a month of one another in the fall of 2001.
“They were bonded. Bud mourned Dancer’s death to the point he died
too.” commented Kirchner. “The fall is hard for me because I remember
that time of year of losing them. But having them was a dream come true.”
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PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED RAIN GUTTERS
WILL ADD LONG TERM VALUE TO YOUR HOME BY HELPING TO PROTECT IT FROM WATER DAMAGE.

Seamless Design

CALL NOW! 970-876-2232
221 Cactus Drive Silt, Colorado 81652

CONTROL THE WATER WITH SEAMLESS RAIN GUTTERS, PUT THE WATER IN A SAFER SPOT.
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823 Grand Ave. #100 Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
970-319-8894 • follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Your Medical Based Massage and Soft Tissue Specialists:
• Medical Massage • Deep Tissue Massage
• Sports Massage • Injury Release • Connective Tissue
Unwinding • Dynamic Energetic Modalities

Now
Accepting
New
Clients

“If you’re looking for a deep, therapeutic
massage this is the place. They take massage
seriously. So glad I found it!” -Carol

2425 South Grand Ave. Suite 108 Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 | 970.379.8217 | cardifftherapy.com
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(CON TI N U ED)

‘‘

Lynn Kirchner riding Dancer.

“DANCER BECAME
MY TRUSTED TRAIL
HORSE. BUD’S INJURIES KEPT HIM OFF
THE TRAILS, BUT
DANCER WOULD
TELL HIM ALL ABOUT
OUR RIDES WHEN WE
GOT BACK. THE TWO
OF THEM LOVED
TO RACE AROUND
THE PASTURES AND
THEY ALWAYS WON
THEIR OWN TRIPLE
CROWN.”

‘‘

Valentine Dancer, known
affectionately as "Bud".

_____
Lynn Kirchner, owner of Amore Realty in Carbondale, is a full-time professional real estate broker who has been recognized as a leader and top
producer in the industry. Learn more about her at AmoreRealty.com.

Twenty-first Century Diagnostics Close to Home
The NewTom Cone Beam Computed Tomography
Scanner will give you and your veterinarian
powerful information regarding a variety of
conditions which may be affecting your pet.
Each Boarded Radiologist reviewed study takes just
18 seconds to produce. Ask your veterinarian if
your pet can benefit from the Advanced Computed
Tomography technology now available from
Willits Veterinary Hospital.
Effective diagnosis is a powerful tool.
By referral only, have your veterinarian call today!

Conveniently located near Whole Foods in Willits Town Center
(351 Robinson St #1014, Basalt, CO)

970.510.5436
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