Artist’s Palette

The Iconic Western Watercolors of
Linda Loeschen
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These days, you live on a ranch near
Basalt. What brought you to Basalt
and the Roaring Fork Valley?

I grew up in New Jersey. My first husband
hit a tree while skiing and was killed. My
daughter and I visited Aspen on our way to
California to see relatives and immediately
fell in love with this friendly, beautiful area.
We moved here in 1975, when she was 9.
Later, in 1981, when we moved to Basalt,
people said, “What are you moving down
there for?” Well, we have a wonderful little
ranch, horses, peace and space.
On your website, you talk about being
trained at Parson’s in New York, then
starting to paint Lee’s denim work shirt.
What were you painting before you
started in on western gear?

I went to New York University and the
Parsons School of Design, concurrently.
At Parsons, I studied interior design, and
mainly painted interior renderings for other designers.
I was in a restaurant in New York one
day, and could have sworn I had been there
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before. Then I realized I had painted a
rendering of it! It turned out exactly as
I had painted it.
What inspires you?

Everything inspires me! I’m constantly looking at how light hits an
object, a person, a tree or anything.
Colors, shapes, textures, shadows…
I could go on and on! It’s not good
when I’m driving.
You have a gallery of images
called “little ranch hands” which
portrays

children

in

western

clothes. Do you have children of
your own? Are they interested in
creating art?

My daughter, Erika, had a clothing
store in Basalt called ETC. She’s passionate about fashion and has a keen
eye in that field. I only go shopping
when I have to. I could learn a lot about
art from my granddaughter.
I feel everyone has some form of
creativity within them. It’s just a matter of discovering where
that talent lies.

several grizzlies, and I’ve visited Bear World twice in Idaho. I have
loads of my own photos of bears.

You have quite a few paintings of bears. This fall, lots of folks

Describe your art.

in Carbondale, Basalt and even Glenwood Springs had bears

I very seldom use the primary colors in my paintings. The secondary colors, purple, orange and green seem to be my favored
palette, and mixtures of those. I always tend to paint negatively,
meaning around the subject.
If you look at my paintings that way, you will
find the space between the subjects, such as the
legs of a group of horses, or the stems of grasses, will be varied and interesting. I love movement in my work, perhaps as a result of all my
years as a dancer.

in the yard. You too? Are you painting the bears from life?

We have had several bear sightings from my house from which I’ve
taken several pictures. My husband and I went to Alaska and saw

When is your next show?

My next show is called The Russell. It raises money for the C.M. Russell Museum in Montana and
I’m thrilled to have been one of the artists chosen
to be in the auction. It attracts collectors of western art from all over the world. [Note: The C.M.
Russell Museum houses one of the nation’s finest
collections of American Western art, and it is the
home of the world’s most complete collection of
the art and memorabilia of famed Western artist
Charles M. Russell.]
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