
The Iconic Western Watercolors of 
Linda Loeschen

ArtIcLe roArInG Fork StAFF | PhotoGrAPhy ProvIDeD

Artist’s Palette

theSe DAyS, yoU LIve on A rAnch neAr 

BASALt. WhAt BroUGht yoU to BASALt 

AnD the roArInG Fork vALLey?

I grew up in New Jersey. My first husband 
hit a tree while skiing and was killed. My 
daughter and I visited Aspen on our way to 
California to see relatives and immediately 
fell in love with this friendly, beautiful area. 
We moved here in 1975, when she was 9. 

Later, in 1981, when we moved to Basalt, 
people said, “What are you moving down 
there for?” Well, we have a wonderful little 
ranch, horses, peace and space. 

on yoUr WeBSIte, yoU tALk ABoUt BeInG 

trAIneD At PArSon’S In neW york, then 

StArtInG to PAInt Lee’S DenIM Work ShIrt. 

WhAt Were yoU PAIntInG BeFore yoU 

StArteD In on WeStern GeAr? 

I went to New York University and the 
Parsons School of Design, concurrently. 
At Parsons, I studied interior design, and 
mainly painted interior renderings for oth-
er designers. 

I was in a restaurant in New York one 
day, and could have sworn I had been there 
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several grizzlies, and I’ve visited Bear World twice in Idaho. I have 
loads of my own photos of bears.

DeScrIBe yoUr Art.

I very seldom use the primary colors in my paintings. The sec-
ondary colors, purple, orange and green seem to be my favored 
palette, and mixtures of those. I always tend to paint negatively, 
meaning around the subject. 

If you look at my paintings that way, you will 
find the space between the subjects, such as the 
legs of a group of horses, or the stems of grass-
es, will be varied and interesting. I love move-
ment in my work, perhaps as a result of all my 
years as a dancer.

When IS yoUr next ShoW?

My next show is called The Russell. It raises mon-
ey for the C.M. Russell Museum in Montana and 
I’m thrilled to have been one of the artists chosen 
to be in the auction. It attracts collectors of west-
ern art from all over the world. [Note: The C.M. 
Russell Museum houses one of the nation’s finest 
collections of American Western art, and it is the 
home of the world’s most complete collection of 
the art and memorabilia of famed Western artist 
Charles M. Russell.]

before. Then I realized I had painted a 
rendering of it! It turned out exactly as 
I had painted it. 

WhAt InSPIreS yoU?

Everything inspires me! I’m con-
stantly looking at how light hits an 
object, a person, a tree or anything. 
Colors, shapes, textures, shadows… 
I could go on and on! It’s not good 
when I’m driving.

yoU hAve A GALLery oF IMAGeS 

cALLeD “LIttLe rAnch hAnDS” WhIch 

PortrAyS chILDren In WeStern 

cLotheS. Do yoU hAve chILDren oF 

yoUr oWn? Are they IntereSteD In 

creAtInG Art?

My daughter, Erika, had a clothing 
store in Basalt called ETC. She’s pas-
sionate about fashion and has a keen 
eye in that field. I only go shopping 
when I have to. I could learn a lot about 
art from my granddaughter. 

I feel everyone has some form of 
creativity within them. It’s just a matter of discovering where 
that talent lies.

yoU hAve qUIte A FeW PAIntInGS oF BeArS. thIS FALL, LotS oF FoLkS 

In cArBonDALe, BASALt AnD even GLenWooD SPrInGS hAD BeArS 

In the yArD. yoU too? Are yoU PAIntInG the BeArS FroM LIFe? 

We have had several bear sightings from my house from which I’ve 
taken several pictures. My husband and I went to Alaska and saw 
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