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DEAN BowLBY

A MOMENT THAT SPARKS A BIT OF MAGIC

ARTICLE BRIDGET GREY | PHOTOGRAPHY PROVIDED

aring Fork Lifestyle recently interviewed Glenwood Springs artist
Dean Bowlby, whose paintings are exhibited all over the world.

DESCRIBE YOUR ART:

| don't know if | can, but | can tell you what | look for: Simple
beauty. A moment that sparks a bit of magic. That can range from
a massive vista to a flower or a dog napping at my feet. The world
is filled at times with horrible cruelty, injustices, and | have painted
some of these, but | try not to dwell there.

WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE MEDIUM?

Never actually been to a medium, and I'd never refer to them as
a “what,” just in case.

YOU ATTENDED REGIS UNIVERSITY IN DENVER AND HAD OTHER AR-
TISTIC TRAINING, TOO. TELL US ABOUT THAT.

College wasn't art to me. Artistically, better advice was to be found
at Leo Langley's barbershop, and for the price of a haircut! | was for-
tunate in befriending a talented artist named Daniel who had just re-
turned from studying art in Europe. He gave me the training in classi-
cal thought | had been looking for, though it had been largely ignored
by modernism. He instilled the idea that you don't have to run away
to learn. It's all in front of you if you prepare yourself to actually see.

AH, BUT YOU DID GO AWAY'! YOU HAVE PAINTED MANY EUROPEAN
STREET SCENES. HOW DID THAT COME ABOUT?

Plane tickets! If you're fortunate enough to be able to travel, it is
a shame not to avail yourself of the voyage. Sometimes expanding
your physical horizons does the same for your perspectives.

DIDN'T YOU GET SOME EARLY SUPPORT FROM THE GLENWOOD
SPRINGS ART GUILD?

A founding member, Dan LeVan, a local art teacher, encouraged me
to enter the annual scholarship. My rejection was good training for
what inevitably comes with pursuing art as a career! Actually, the Art
Guild has been a great resource for quite a few of us local kids. Usually,
the Guild was one of our first experiences with showing work in public.
They were a wonderful group of supportive individuals. They still are.

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE COLORADO SUBJECTS?

Outside my window is a great place to start, and what choices
after that! This isn't a place short on beauty or choice.

WHEN AND WHERE DO YOU PAINT PLEIN AIR?

Only when I'm outside, of course! To paint with intent, with care-
ful observation and passion, what else is needed? To be outside or
directly in front of the subject just makes it easier, more direct, and
usually much more fun. It also sounds better in French.

WHERE CAN PEOPLE VIEW YOUR ART?

Hopefully on walls! There was a time when, before a move, | purged
my studio of a lot of drawings. A neighbor later told me that they were
scrounged by local kids. They may have papered a tree house...

Locally, | show my works with Main Street Gallery in Carbondale
and Aspen Grove Fine Arts in Aspen.
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AN\ A

FRAMING EXPRESSIONS..

Express your style with creative framing!
2114C Grand Avenue, Glenwood Springs

(across from Starbucks)

INFO@FRAMINGEXPRESSIONS.COM * 970-230-9193

Let fresh air into your home without unwelcome .
insects or glare of direct sunlight. Designed for | / 'l PHANTOM
doors, windows and large openings, Phantom % S C I ¢ ¢ I I N
Screens remain out of sight until you need them.

&)TCHA,E 970.945.4010

1001 Grand Avenue, Suite 101
Glenwood Springs CO 81601

Blinds | Draperies | Shutters & More
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